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The Interna�onal Symposium on Migra�on and Mobili�es at the University of the 
Western Cape, Cape Town, South Africa responds to the evolving need to examine 
mobili�es on various scales, through collabora�ve local and global partnerships and 
interdisciplinary approaches. The symposium thema�cally covers issues including the 
social inclusion of vulnerable refugees and migrants, food security of migrants during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, everyday mobili�es in ci�es, and innova�on in research for 
societal impact. The aim of the symposium is to discuss these contemporary issues and 
engage with academic researchers, interna�onal and governmental organisa�ons, 
policy makers, and community and civil society groups, offering perspec�ves from Africa 
and globally. 

This symposium is an event of the Migra�on and Mobili�es Interdisciplinary Collec�ve 
in Africa (MMICA) at the University of the Western Cape, in partnership with the 
“Migra�on and Food Security in The Global South: Interac�ons, Impacts, and Remedies 
(MiFOOD Network)”. MMICA is dedicated to advancing cri�cal, impac�ul, and 
collabora�ve research in migra�on and mobili�es. MMICA is based in the Office of the 
DVC- Academic, Prof Vivienne Lawack, and involves cross-faculty academic engagement 
at the University of the Western Cape. It provides a home for research, teaching and 
scholarship of engagement related to migra�on and mobili�es from an African context 
and perspec�ve.  

MiFOOD is a global network of researchers in 13 countries focused on research, training, 
knowledge mobiliza�on and policy advocacy at the interface between interna�onal 
migra�on, development, and food security.  The symposium is hos�ng MiFOOD 
sessions on “Ci�es of Contagion: Migra�on, Food Insecurity, and COVID-19 in 
Compara�ve Perspec�ve.” The symposium will also present ongoing research with our 
global partners and projects including: The “Urban Sanctuary, Migrant Solidarity and 
Hospitality and Global Perspec�ve” project, the “Engaged Scholarship and Narra�ves of 
Change in Compara�ve Perspec�ve” project, and “Inves�ga�ng young men's 
experiences of walking to the 'bus' in low-income neighbourhoods of Cape Town and 
London:  A compara�ve study built round a community peer research methodology.”
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